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February 2, 2009

Dear Partners,

The Washington State Coalition to Reduce Underage Drinking (RUaD) is launching a statewide education campaign this week to encourage parents to talk with their middle school-age children about the dangers of alcohol. 
The campaign will launch with four radio messages, Rules, Parents’ Panel, Parent Involvement, and a Spanish language message, The Talk.   The messages inform parents that one in every six 8th graders has already started using alcohol, alcohol can permanently damage the developing teen brain, and that it’s important to set clear rules about no underage drinking.  Parents are encouraged to stay involved and keep talking with their kids throughout their teens.  
The campaign messages will also reach parents through billboards, newspapers and ValPak coupon mailings.  The messages direct parents to the RUaD Web site, www.StartTalkingNow.org, where they can get facts about the short and long-term consequences of underage drinking, and tips for talking with their kids.  
The campaign is based on underage drinking prevention messages developed and tested by the Utah Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control.  We appreciate their partnership in allowing us to use part of their campaign.  The messages will reach communities throughout Washington, except for Clark County, which was selected as the control group for evaluation purposes.  
The campaign is scheduled to run through May.  We hope you can help extend the reach of the campaign by partnering with schools, businesses and health care organizations in your community to get the messages and website to parents.
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We value and appreciate your partnership in reducing underage drinking in Washington.
Roger Hoen, RUaD Co-Chair

Michael Langer, RUaD Co-Chair 
Liquor Control Board


Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse
